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Mosorse Seafte JLewart and Company have probably done more in
gpreading thie reng of Lhe toem of theliy adoption theouchout the world
than any other firme The establishmeont is Ly no momns of mshroom
growthe Tt hos taken sevenby vears to develon to ita present position.
Covmeneing about 1020, vhen the Industyry of comb maling had just received
an impetus by the Invention of speciel muchinery -« the business hus :
worked 1te way to the vory Iront rank, end is now the largest of its kind
in the world, providing comstant employment for nearly 1,070 hends.. Combs
have Deen used by all peonles during every e lor dms;si ~ the halr;
and In nedisevel Lines very elabarutely ormemented combis were used as head
ornmasentases veclous wetal wes Jroguently used in the foru of combs for
halr Pastening, an allusion to this practice beln: found In the sncient
feobtish Dellad of 8lr rPatricl: Cpongie

0, lang, lang mey thelyr ladyen sit
Wit thely gowd lmmes In theip haip.”

Among the many curious ocustoms of very early times, of which we have proof,
wes that of burying with the decensed verious artisles vhich hed been
used Juring life, an® of these, cbjects of the toflet were Interred more
frequently thar any other, ivory and bawool combs having been found in
early christlar tombee Combs are now rede of horm, tortoiseshell, ivory
wood, bone, metal, Indiaepubbor, and of & composition imowm as xvionitee
fioen Is the chief comberml:ing metorial, ond soase fdea of the extent of the
Industry at the Aberdeen Comd Vorks may be pathered frem the fact that
sbout 100,070 herne are used eovery. week, and that of combs of all lkinds
nearly twenty milliens are mude annusllye The processes of morufacture
are "ull of interest, the necessary rooldnery Leing of e very elaborale
dnde T dealing with harm we my say triefly thet the howne ore out
into rectangular pleces in o mmmnor which involves the least possible losse
These sesments ave darped srd heated 111 they boccme soft whap thes are
opened out and pressed guite flabe Squaringg smoobhing and trimsing,
are tho procesges noxt Jomo through preporatory $o the actual toothe
cuttinge This fo done by & smell olrenlur sew, to which the plates are
evtomtiocally applied, the horn moving the sorce of & tooth after each
cute Slthough saw cutilng 1o the mnly process evailable in the mrufecte
tre oY soveral nds of comba "twirning® or perting fe adopted, whereever
procticable, this offecting & owoat suving of matarial and time. Aftep
bein: cub, the combe are pointed, scoured ard polished, these three
procosses slone req;.ziriw enoraous ancunt of labour; send, cottonm,
eloth and drugget being lavpely orploved 4n the orocesse A €an~ through
Mesars« Stewart's prenises sonvinces e at once of the frmenaits of Lhedy
undertakings There are o be seen very powepful aslotirmonines - one of
890 hepe, ond three smuller omos - ard Ghese driven by four large boilers,
are in oonstant operation In drivin: the powepful yob delicate meshinery
with which every depurtment 1s Mtteds The firm have alveys adopted the
newest irinda of apparatus In thelr wopl, &nd to this fagt they largely owe
thelr contlinued pre=eminence in thely partloulsy line. The nromises
eccupy upwarda of three acres of pround, snd are ullt 4n the Porm of three
sldes of a square. Prom one ond to the other, “rom the ologantlye |
acpointe’ offices, to the pesidin: and deapebehing rouma, Ghey are roplete
with every am’armimm, and ppoclal care 1a Gelen that no single somb
leaves the place il 4t hes beon thoronghly ewnined and certifled ss
goods  Our montion of the snmuel twmover 15 suf’lei nt to convinee angone
af the extent of the trade donee 7oth gt home and abroad Hounro, Stewart
and Company carry on an enomione trade, ond It 15 o sinificent fect that -
wiorewer thoy exhiblied joods they have beon awsnded olidef honours.s In
London 1068, Vienrw 1075, Pards 1070, sidney 1079, Melbourne 1800, delaide
1001, imeteramm 1085, snlwerp 100G, faimbur-h 1068, and rerts 2009, ana they
were awarded. the only medals in the trade, anl the most recent success hog
boen ot CRleago 1605, whero ther sarrled off the Peincipal honocurs Dop
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It will be seen {rom thls list that the trede of the iAberdeen Combd
Works affecta every papt of the Olobe, and it 1s no small matter
for leosrs « “tewart end Copeny Lo mer that thelr trede and coloesal
comnection has been built up entirely Ly thelir om indomitable .
presoverunce, their continued omergy end enterprise In ev brench
of the induastyry. The present senior nartner of the firm 18 Mre
Davii stewart, at present Losd Frovost of /berdeen, and well !mown
as the Talimd of Ranchory (a most pleturesque estate on the south
bank of the Dee, with en armuel rental of somo £4,000)e The senior
partner is also & member ~* “he jlorneyrs Company O Tondon, and Uhat
Company did him the homour of eoleeting him ome of the fudges of their
oxhibition held et Mansion Muuse, Tundon, in 1688, the firm on that
account gemercualy abstaining from competing for mrizes, althoush it
is meddloss to say, they hed one of the finent ex'iiblts there.
The firm heve branches in Tondon &b 120, Queen Victoria Street, and in
Pirminchem at 14 Cerr's Teres Bosides the mrufectuve of combs, the
fira grind thelr waste product into their patent "Keromion," a
dry powder usad by all the fivsteclass morure ramafacturers. They
also despatch about 300 tone of horn points to the makers of butions
gr:d pipe mouthpleces, end to the cutlers In "heffield, France and
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