THE ABERDEEN COMBWORKS.
TReforenas was nrade by our London cerrespos-
(dent. in“kis Jetter in yesterday's parér. to an
|article 'on “The Making of Combs,”” by Mr A.
|I. M‘Connpchie, in this month's number of the
[“Waorld's Work.”  Dealicg more partionlarly
with the Aberdeey Combworks, Mr M‘Connochic
&3ys— ¥ - X . . ,

| _Combmaicding was' revolutianited aboui -1828.
|‘ here are no manufactures of the present day |
mare indebted to genius and wachinery than that
'nf combmak:ng. -The muost. imgenious method in-
|vented -by Lyzn in that year at once dieplace1
{tho simpic saws whichr til then cut-out the
mtersiions batween tho teeth—that and. nothing
mere.. Lynn's machine saved much loss in mats-
|1‘h-‘l.1,‘ for 1t made an end of. wasteful mwing by
|eutting combs singly. - The new process was
aptly called twinning—iwo combs beiog <«
from the samo. piese of harn, tho tecth i iha
first” shage boing interlocked. A mew era had
dawned-in combmaking. and among the few who
a% once realieed the momentous change wus an
Aberdonian, ths Iate Mr John Stowwrt. the
father of 8ir David Stewart, whom many atizens
cf Aberdeen still remember as a man of singular
energy and vigonr of character. noé only as the
founder of the Clombworks, but largely engaged
|in develomng rorth-esstern traffic both by rail
‘and sea. He commenced busizess in Edinburgh
iin 1325, bais fve years later Mr Stewosts came 1o
| Aberdeen, establishing 2 manufactory  there
“with all the lafesi improvements.” Step by:
step the business deveioped till & 1899 tho Aber-|
deen Combworks Company, Limited, was, incor-
porated, with a capital of £300.000, swallowing
up several smallor concerna. The chairman of
the board ic Sir David Stewart of Banchory,
whasn ' fellow-citizens honoured themsclves Ly
‘electing him Lord Provost o1 Aberdesn; bhere-
after on Victoria created him a knight, and
‘the . Universityr of Aberdeen ocopforrad the
'honarary degrze of LL.D. A year or wtwo_ago,
‘also, the board of directors of the Great Nertia
jof Séotland Railway appainted Sir David Stewari
(their chairman.  His iwn some. Mr Domglas
|Stewart and Mr William Stewari, are the
managing directors of tho company.

Oue. ot the secrets of the marvellous success
of the Aberdess firm lies in the fact thot their
machinery has never been adowed to become -
antiquated; indeed, many of their finer machines
aro their personal invention. and sgome. of them
are not to be seen cuiside their own works. The |
great Aboerdesn firm has effoctuzily demomn-|
strabei- that " the day of emall combmaking’
companies is now almast af aw end, but foreign
compotition,, especially from France, Germany,:
and America, is exceedingly kecn. | As cconomy
in production: must. never be lost sight of, mnny‘
laboursaving machines have been intrcduced ;
from -time to time, some of them so human-like |
{in their action that they ajspear: endowed with |
the power of thinkiog.  Yet the staff of 40 hands |
i which found employment in 1830 is wow ropra-
|sented. by about a thousand. ‘lhati great ivcreaso
does not, of course, roprezent the growth in pro- |
' duction—for by the improvemecnts in machinery !
the efficl of sach worker is.more than quad-
rupled. -warks eover ian arca of ‘everal

Acres, the main portion- of the -manufactory
| boimy a four-storey building with a. frontage of
1325 feet: to Hutcheon Street. While combs are,

of course, ihe staplec production, not & dew

other arbicles are turned ouf, including cups.
| tumbiers, spatulas, spoons, “iobacco and evuff
bexes. otr. Varietics anri qualities of combs are
almos: endiess;. at tbe presept moment one can
{ have choice of abowt 20.000. The anmral output
{ of vombe m about 25,000,000.
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