A competitor of Stewart, Rowell, Stewart & Co set up a rival business first in Loch St. before moving to larger premises in Forbes St., Aberdeen.   Charles Gray Elrick  1833 - 1903,  first specialised in rubber combs and other goods, (circa 1864)  but due to unfavourable overseas competion, moved into the horn product (circa 1873),  taking a gold medal prize in 1876 in Philadelphia.  The firm employed some 400 people.
11 years later there was a serious fire  in 1887 which destoyed all but a recent addition  to the manufactory.  Planning permision was sought  to rebuild ,  but was unsuccessful.
C G Elrick  emigrated to Canada and opened a manufactury in Toronto
Primary events
· Christening: Charles Gray Elrick was christened on 2 November 1833 in St Nicholas' (Church of Scotland), Aberdeen, St Nicholas, Aberdeen, Scotland. 
· Marriage: He married Jane Wilson, daughter John  Wilson, on Thursday, 28 June 1860 in Aberdeen, St Nicholas, Scotland, when they were 18 years   & 26 yearsDeath of Father: His father John Elrick died on 9 November 1861 in Aberdeen, Scotland.JJ
· Marriage of Daughter: His child Jane Wilson 'Jeannie' Elrick was married on 20 June 1888 in Toronto, York, Ontario, Canada.5
· Marriage of Son: His child John Wilson ELRICK was married on 24 June 1891 in Toronto, Ontario, Canada.
· Marriage of Daughter: His child Maria Gresheim ELRICK was married on 1 January 1900 in Toronto, Ontario, Canada. 
· Marriage of Daughter: His child Margaret A 'Maggie' Elrick was married on 5 June 1901 in Toronto, Ontario, Canada 
· Marriage of Daughter: His child Agnes Gray Elrick was married on 23 February 1903 in Toronto, Ontario, Canada.
· Marriage of Son: His child James McDonald Elrick was married on 23 July 1903 in Toronto, Ontario, Canada.9
· Death: Charles died on 30 November 1903 in 1259 College Street, Toronto, York, Ontario, Canada, aged 70 of chronic Albuminurea (Aged 70 years and 28 days, worked back from recorded birth date). 
· 7th child  Rossana L  born 1872  in Aberdeen.
Career
· Occupation: Charles was listed in 1851 as having 'no particular occupation'. By 1861, he was a clerk at the comb works. In 1881, he was a comb manufacturer employing 45 men, 30 boys and 38 girls. In 1884 when he went to Canada, he was a 'farmer', but in 1891 census of Canada, he was again a comb manufacturer employing 12 people in Toronto.12
· Religion: Charles was of the Presbyterian faith.
· Immigration: He emigrated from Glasgow on 23 March 1884 in ship 'Austrian' to Halifax Canada.
Mr.  Elrick's obituary  confirms that after  completing his education at Gordon's College,  he joined Stewart, Rowell, Stewart & Co,  where he learned all about comb manufacture,  sufficient to equip him to set up in busness on his own.  In 1882 he sold the business  to a Limited Liabilty Company, which some 10 years later was acquired by S R Stewarts.   Mr Elrick first formed a partnership with 
Mr  MacPherson , the partnership was subsequently  disolved and both men continued to manufacture combs ,  2 companies in close proximity  Forbes St. and  Gilcomstoun Steps.
Elrick, Charles G., & Co., Limited, comb manufacturers, works
  Forbes street  Post Office Directory 1882 - 1883
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There is evidence of ill feeling between the  2 Companys and also  their workforce.
In 1872 Stewart, Rowell, Stewart  & Co. were successful in a case aganst an apprentice, who  had been  recruited by C G Elrick for an increased wage of 22/-  an increase of 4/-  per week.   

The 2 firms could  not agree on a payment to a widow of a comb worker from the  Benevolent Fund (see newspaper Daily Free Press  1885).

Breach of  Patent  for cutting machine ( see Newspaper Ppeoples Journal  1878)
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	Item 

	Ref No
	BW/1498* 

	Title
	Building Warrant: rebuilding of Rosemount Comb Works at Forbes Street 

	Date
	1887 

	Description
	Applicant: Messrs. C. G. Elrick and Company Limited
Architect: Messrs. C. G. Elrick and Company Limited
Date of decision: 14 July 1887 (no decision) 
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